Association between Brucella melitensis DNA and Brucella spp. antibodies Brucella spp. antibodies, despite falling to low levels, can remain measurable after recovery from acute brucellosis (1). Recently, several studies have shown the persistence of Brucella spp. DNA in both chronic brucellosis patients and asymptomatic subjects with a previous history of brucellosis (2) (3) (4) (5) . However, to our knowledge, the association between serum antibodies and Brucella spp. DNA has not been investigated.
all patients diagnosed of focal disease and those whose symptoms had persisted for more than one year after the initial episode. Results are expressed as means ± standard deviations. P values less than 0.05 were considered statistically significant.
We found association between being B. melitensis DNA and antibody positive.
Among the 22 subjects with detectable B. melitensis DNA, 19 (86%) subjects had Brucella antibodies, whilst among the 16 subjects without B. melitensis DNA, Brucella antibodies were detected in 7 (44%) (P= 0.005; Chi-square test). In the case of the asymptomatic subjects group, the DNA-antibody concordance was not statistically significant (P= 0.264; Two-tails Fisher´s exact test). The distribution of DNA-antibody results by group is shown in Table 1 .
The chronic brucellosis patients harbouring B. melitensis DNA are more likely to show a seropositive sample than the remaining subjects. These findings suggest that after the initial infection, either the viable Brucella or its antigenic and structural components persist in the host and may have diagnostic and pathogenic implications. 
